
Dear Grace Avenue Family, 

If you have ever built a house, you know how exciting it is the day they begin to do the framing.  Up to that 
point there have been several important steps taken in building the house but when the framework goes up 
you can really begin to see the house taking shape.  The framework will also provide stability and structure to 
the house.  Even after it is covered by sheetrock, the framework will be an essential support system.

At Grace Avenue we believe that God desires for every person to have a Spiritual, Emotional and Physical 
Home.  Our mission is to eradicate homelessness in whatever form it presents itself.  In order to carry out this 
mission, we need a framework.  This document tells the story of seven essential ministries that make up the 
framework of our mission at Grace Avenue United Methodist Church.

Whether our framework is strong or weak is entirely dependent on our generosity.  The Apostle Paul in II 
Corinthians writes: “But just as you excel in everything… See also that you excel in the grace of giving” (II 
Corinthians 8:7).  This document outlines how our generosity creates, builds and sustains the framework of 
Grace Avenue United Methodist Church.  It doesn’t simply ask what we spend as a church. It asks what we 
support.  It doesn’t simply ask what something costs. It tells the story of the blessings that we all share. 

Bishop Robert Schnase reminds us: “People who practice Extravagant Generosity change lives. Their giving 
knows no bounds.  They are rich toward God.” (Practicing Extravagant Generosity p.66).  The quantity and 
quality of our ministry in 2017 is dependent on God’s grace and provision to work through you and me.  As 
you look over this information I hope you will prayerfully begin to ask: If everyone in our church gave like me, 
would our church be able to support exciting, expanding, life changing ministries, or would it be found in a 
state of constant disrepair?

There is no limit to what God can accomplish in our lives and in our church, if we commit ourselves to 
Extravagant Generosity.

With you on Grace Avenue,

Billy Echols-Richter
Pastor



Through Extravagant Generosity the framework of our ministry 
is built.  Each category tells a story of how we address the spiritual, 
emotional and physical homelessness in our world. 
Each includes a proportionate share of staff 
and facilities expenses because both 
are necessary tools for any ministry to exist.

Throughout history the fundamental practice of the Christian faith 
is worship.  Every weekend at Grace Avenue we offer six different 

expressions of worship.  Throughout the year we hold special worship 
experiences on days like Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunrise. We hold vigil services 

at times of crisis.  We consecrate the work of teachers and bless 
backpacks as we start back to school.  We worship around some of the 

most important moments of life including baptisms, confirmations, 
weddings and funerals. Our generosity creates worship that is 

accessible, beautiful, meaningful and inspirational. 

Every week someone in our congregation is hospitalized.  Every 
week someone is having surgery.  Every week someone needs a 
pastor to counsel with them about a difficulty in their life. Every 
week someone experiences the loss of a loved one.  When these 
life events occur, our church and pastoral staff show up with the 

gift of their time and presence.  They dispense much needed 
guidance, wisdom and compassion.  We create groups like 

Celebrate Recovery to help people thrive even in the midst of 
turmoil. Our generosity creates ministries that provide prayer, 

support, comfort, kindness and encouragement to people 
who are sick, lonely, and grieving.

Life is magnified during the years of our adolescence. 
The good times are better than ever and the bad times 

are worse than ever.  Teenage life is filled with questions, 
emotions and challenges.  Grace Avenue provides a safe, 

healthy and positive faith environment where youth 
can explore who they are and what God is calling them 
to become.  Our youth staff works tirelessly to ensure 

that every youth knows their God-given potential.  Our 
generosity creates ministries that welcome adolescents 

and help form their personal relationship with God.

We are called to be life-long learners, but also we 
must learn the value of life-long relationships.   The 

Adult ministries at Grace Avenue provide both.  From 
Bible Studies to Book Clubs; from Retreats to Respite 

programs; from Sunday School Classes to Lecture 
Series, from Small Groups to Social Justice initiatives, 

adults can engage in the development of their faith 
journey.    Our generosity allows adults to meet, study 

and fellowship with other adults who will be 
significant peers and friends. 

Nothing warms the heart more than the enthusiasm of a 
child.  This is why Jesus lifted them up as examples of faith.  

Grace Avenue is deeply invested in Children’s ministry.  Our 
hallways are filled with children throughout the week in 
addition to Sunday morning.  They laugh, learn and love 

together.  Their leaders spend countless hours coordinating 
and preparing amazing encounters with God and others.   
Our generosity creates ministries that teach our children 

about the grace of God and the love of Jesus.

Our experience with God moves out into world.  There we find 
people with spiritual, emotional and physical needs.  On the front 

lines of mission, Grace Avenue is serving every day right here in our 
community and on three other continents around the world.  We 

are the hands and feet of Christ as we feed, clothe, teach, tutor, read, 
clean-up, build, repair, visit, transform and make new relationships 

with our neighbors near and abroad. Our generosity creates ministries 
that reach out to a hurting world with the love of Christ. 

  WORSHIP - 21%

                     YOUTH MINISTRIES - 12%

              MISSION & OUTREACH - 19% 

We are inspired by the beauty that God builds into 
all creation.  The gift of beautiful music and artistic 

expression is especially important in how we offer our 
love for God and the world.  Grace Avenue provides 
musical opportunities from the youngest child to the 

oldest adult.  Through vocal and instrumental groups we 
learn the power of sharing beautiful music that honors 

God.  Our music staff works to create opportunities that 
allow us to serve, not simply perform. Our generosity 

creates ministries of beautiful music that stirs our souls 
and allows us to use our God-given gifts. 

GROWTH
All things are either growing or they 
are dying.  This is especially true of 

God’s ministry to the world.  We 
either plan for and accommodate 
new growth or we live in decline.  

There is no status quo in God’s 
vision and work. The church that 
opened its doors to you when you 
were a newcomer, now asks that 

you apply the Golden Rule to others 
who need a Spiritual, Emotional, 

and Physical Home. The 2017 Grace 
Avenue ministry budget will request 
and require necessary growth.  Our 

generosity creates ministries that 
advance, and not simply maintain, the 

work of God in this community 
and around the world.

Why Generosity Matters

      ADULT MINISTRIES - 12%

             CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES - 13%

   MUSIC & ARTS - 13%

  CARING - 11%
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Making Disciples and Making a Difference through Jesus Christ.

Probably no word better summarizes the suffering of our time than 
the word “homeless”.  It reveals one of our deepest and most painful 
conditions, the condition of not having a sense of belonging, of not 

having a place where we can feel safe, cared for, protected and loved. 
--Henri Nouwen, Lifesigns

The Mission of Grace Avenue is to:

Eradicate Homelessness in 
Whatever Form it Presents Itself. 

Through your Extravagant Generosity, Grace Avenue United Methodist Church can grow, expand 
and adapt our ministries to fulfill our mission.  With your help we can do the work needed to 

eradicate homelessness in whatever form it presents itself.  We can work towards providing all of 
God’s beloved children a spiritual, an emotional and a physical home.  

We Believe that Everyone Needs:

A Spiritual Home An Emotional Home A Physical Home




