
For the last 20 years Grace Avenue United Methodist Church has lived with a motto which states: “Not a location, but 
a way of life.” On God’s pathway of grace we are all invited, nurtured and saved. We come from different backgrounds, 
experiences and geographic locations. Some of us have been in church all our lives and for others a communal 
practice of faith is a relatively new thing. In so many ways our strength is found in our diversity. We are a big tent 
church in a big tent denomination with over 12 million members worldwide. We come with our differences, but we 
find unity in the love of Jesus Christ. With Christ at the center, we worship, study, and serve together. 

Our United Methodist denomination has been in ongoing conversations and church legislative efforts regarding 
human sexuality for the last 40 years. Included in those discussions are the topics of fidelity in marriage, celibacy in 
singleness, and engaging in ministries with our neighbors who identify as LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer). The discussion of human sexuality has centered around two specific areas; the marriage of LGBTQ persons 
and the ordination of LGBTQ persons to professional ministry. 

These conversations came to a head at the 2016 General Conference (the United Methodist Legislative body) in 
Portland, Oregon. Years of differing beliefs led to a stalemate that has threatened to divide the United Methodist 
Church. At the request of the General Conference, the Council of Bishops (the United Methodist Executive body) 
were asked to lead on these issues. The Council of Bishops recommended the formation of The Commission on a Way 
Forward. The commission was comprised of 32 individuals from all corners of the world, with different backgrounds 
and perspectives. They met regularly for over 18 months as they formed recommendations for the future of the 
United Methodist Church as it relates to the ongoing conversations about human sexuality.

In July of this year, the commission submitted three different plans, the One Church Model, the Connecting 
Conference Model and the Traditionalist Model. The Council of Bishops received the report and came back with a 
large majority recommending the One Church Model. Their hope for this model is threefold:

- Design a way for being the church that maximizes the presence of a United Methodist witness;
- Allow for as much contextual differentiation as possible; and 
- Create as much unity as possible.

On February 23-26, 2019, a special session of the General Conference will convene in St. Louis, MO to vote on these 
matters. In order to help our congregation better understand the plans being considered and the process by which 
General Conference will vote, we will host listening sessions the week of January 12-18 at Grace Avenue. It is our hope 
that you will learn about the dynamics of our current and historical context, and that you stay informed throughout 
this process.

The Future of the 
United Methodist 

Church



As our denomination enters into this time, we as members of Grace Avenue United Methodist Church are asked 
to do the following things:

1. Pray daily for the Church, our bishops, and our delegates to General Conference.  
2. Become informed about the issues, the history, and the process that is involved. A 

recommended list can be found at www.GraceAvenue.org/awayforward.
3. Plan on attending one of the listening sessions the week of January 12-18. They will take place 

on a variety of days and there will be both daytime and evening sessions. It is important that 
you attend with a working knowledge of the suggested information and a gracious spirit.

4. Be compassionate with others with whom you may disagree on these matters. Check yourself 
regularly about whether you are spending time talking about others or talking with others, 
especially including our LGBTQ members and neighbors.

5. Stay focused on our mission to eradicate homelessness in whatever form it presents itself.  
Regardless of what happens in February, Grace Avenue will continue to do the work of God 
to make sure everyone has a spiritual, emotional and physical home.

If you have more questions or concerns, we encourage you to review the resources at 
www.GraceAvenue.org/awayforward and plan on attending a listening session in January.   

If you would like to have a conversation, please contact one of the following: 

Billy Echols-Richter, billy@graceavenue.org
Laura Echols-Richter, laura@graceavenue.org

Joe Stobaugh, joe@graceavenue.org
Marcus Womack, marcus@graceavenue.org 
Kenneth Wolverton, krwolver@gmail.com

What have other denominations done?
Other mainline denominations (like Episcopal, Lutheran and Presbyterian) have dealt with 
these matters in recent years.  There has not been an example of an easy solution.  

What is the process for voting at the Called General Conference? 
Each annual conference elects an equal number of lay and clergy delegates who will vote 
in February.  Grace Avenue is part of the North Texas Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church.  Local churches and individual church members will not be voting.  

Delegates have been engaged in prayer, conversation, listening sessions, research and 
other collaborative work over several years.  Ultimately, their votes will be guided by their 
conscience and what they believe is best for our conference and our denomination.  

Who are the delegates?
There are 864 delegates worldwide comprised of equal numbers of laity and clergy.  The 
North Texas Annual Conference has 10 Delegates who were elected in 2014 for the 2016 
General Conference.  The 2019 Called General Conference is a continuation of that work.

What happens after General Conference?
Regardless of what happens in February, Grace Avenue will continue to do the work of God 
to make sure everyone has a spiritual, emotional and physical home.FR
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